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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 1, 2, 8, 9, 11 , 12, 19, 20, 24, 26 and 29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Alexander (6,067,126). 

Regarding claim 1 , Alexander discloses a video editing system showing a video 
analysis module 202 (col. 5, lines 20-29), which meets the video component 
classifying step as claimed, an audio analysis module 208 (col. 6, lines 1-15), 
which meets the audio component classifying step as claimed, and a speech 
determining step 506 (col. 6, lines 39-57), which meets the determining step as 
claimed. It should be noted that the quantization region analyzing operation in 
Alexander clearly reads on the quality factor analyzing or the embedded data 
detecting step as claimed. Similarly, the audio analyzing and attributes 
identifying operations in the audio analysis module 208 of Alexander clearly meet 
the embedded audio data detecting step or the waveform energy analyzing step 
as claimed. 

Regarding claim 2, Alexander inherently includes a digitizer for digitizing analog 
video and audio signals into digital signals. 
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Regarding claim 8, the motion visual attributes mentioned in col. 5, line 56 meets 
the measurements as recited in claim 8 because motion attributes normally 
include blur, blockiness (MPEG), or jitter. 

Regarding claim 9, the video signal in Alexander, provided from a video playback 

device such as a VCR or DVD (note col. 3, lines 25-26), inherently includes a 

vertical blanking interval, which meets the vertical blanking interval analyzing 

step when the video analyzing step is performed in Alexander. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the audio signals in Alexander are in digital code form when 

converted from analog. 

Regarding claim 12, note col. 5, lines 37-42. 

Regarding claim 19, Alexander meets the claimed active video analyzer, and the 
audio analyzer as set forth in rejection to claim 1 above. In addition, the step 312 
and the speech determining step together meet the decision module as claimed. 
Regarding claim 20, in addition of rejection to claim 2, Alexander inherently 
includes a frame buffer in order to store the digitized data. 
Regarding claim 24, see rejection to claim 8. 
Regarding claim 26, see rejection to claim 12. 

Regarding claim 29, in addition of rejections above, the invention of Alexander is 
implemented on a computer readable medium (col. 10, lines 46-51). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 7, 23, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Alexander (6,067,1 26). 

Regarding claims 3, 7, 23 and 30, Alexander does not teach the use of a 
histogram to analyze the video data as claimed. The examiner takes Official Notice that 
using histogram to analyze video data is well known in the art because it enables an 
image to be recognized quickly and accurately while minimize the number of 
calculations required in a processor when performing the recognition operation. Hence, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to include a histogram analyzing process into Alexander so that the 
attributes as mentioned in col. 5, lines 43-66 could be recognized quickly and 
accurately. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 16, 18, 25, 27, and 28 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Mimura et al. (5,548,346) shows a video analyzer and an audio analyzer. 
Bregler (5,880,788) shows a sound analyzer and an image analyzer. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Lee whose telephone number 571-272-7349. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran, can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/M. Lee/ 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 



